All-State Orchestra Audition Information and Procedures
1. Audition Music

The audition music for the TPSMEA All-State Orchestra is posted on the TPSMEA website. This is the official listing of the excerpts and must be strictly followed. The audition material consists of excerpts chosen from the music to be

performed by the All-State Orchestra with recommended metronome markings.

2. Entry Guideline

a) The entry fee per student of $14.00 per student plus a one time $15.00 ensemble fee and all entry forms are due two weeks before the audition recordings are submitted.  All recordings, commitment forms, singed invoice and a copy of the check or PayPal receipt needs to be sent to the Orchestra Division Vice President by the dates specified. A copy of the invoice and a check or PayPal receipt are to be sent to the Executive Director at the TPSMEA Post Office Box by the date specified.  A single check from each school should be submitted.  A CD recording and fully signed Commitment Form from each student entering the audition process must be in the hands of the Orchestra Division Vice President by the announced date and time.

b)  Students may audition on only one instrument per year.  A student not selected for the All-State Choir may audition for the All-State Band or Orchestra, but not both.  

c)  Auditioning students and performing All-State members must be participants in their school's top performing ensemble and eligible under their school’s academic eligibility policy.  

d)  In the case of a school without a performing group, a designated representative of the school, or (with the school's approval) the student's private lesson teacher, may submit students for audition.  This individual must be a TPSMEA member.
e)  All TPSMEA members who send entries to All-state must be present for the adjudication process or send a qualified proxy. An instrumental proxy will be an active or retired instrumental director and/or private teacher within the same family of instruments for the orchestra. The expense of the proxy will be the responsibility of the director or school being represented.

f)  If the director or qualified proxy is not present, the entries from their school(s) will not be judged. An absence due to extreme circumstances will be at the discretion of the division vice president.
3. Recording Procedure

a)  Entries must be recorded in the presence of the director or appropriate music supervisor.  If a school does not have an organized music program, the school principal may appoint an appropriate faculty supervisor.

b)  Each student must be recorded on a new and separate CD.

c)  Recordings must be made on a Music CD.  Do not use CD-R or CD-RW for recording, as these cannot be played on all machines.

d)  Track four (4) of the CD must include the following information clearly stated by the student:  1) student's name, 2) instrument and 3) school the student is representing.

e)  Each audition excerpt must be recorded on a separate track and in the order specified.  For example:  Track one (1) - Violin Excerpt 1; Track two (2) - Violin Excerpt 2, etc.
f)  There is to be no audible assistance given to the student in the audition process.

g) Each student may submit the best, unedited recording possible. 

h) Each entry should be clearly marked with the student's name, instrument, and

school on both the CD and the case/envelope.

i) Backup copies of all entries should be made in case of postal delay or mechanical error.

4. Deadlines

a) All audition materials (copies of forms and payment – first deadline and CD

recordings and Commitment Forms – second deadline) must be in the Division Vice President’s hands by the requested deadline dates and times.

b) Entries that are submitted after the prescribed deadline will be disqualified!

c) Results of the auditions will be posted on the website. Alternates will be

designated at the time of selection to the ensemble and listed on the final ranking sheet.

5. Adjudication Procedures 

a)  Adjudication of entries will be held at two sites (Dallas/Fort Worth and Houston area) with the Division Vice President attending each adjudication.

b)   All recordings will be adjudicated by a panel of TPSMEA members or

authorized representatives as determined by the Orchestra Division Vice President.

c)   All TPSMEA members who send entries to All-State must be present for the

adjudication process or send a qualified proxy.

d)   The Division Vice President will assign those members present to panels and

will designate one member to chair the panel.  Each panel will consist of no

less than five (5) members including the chair.  Each CD will be cued past the

director's student information announcement to the beginning of the student's

performance.

e)  Each audition recording will be assigned an audition letter. A monitor will play each recording so that the audition is anonymous. The monitor will not act as judge nor offer any opinion to the panel.

f)  Each judge will evaluate the student audition using TPSMEA Adjudication Forms. The judges scores shall be entered into a computer that will compute the rankings of the audition in accordance with TPSMEA guidelines using a grounded ranking system by the computer.

g) Using the results of the audition, the Executive Board and Division Vice President will determine membership in the TPSMEA All-State Orchestra, will post the results on the TPSMEA website, and communicate the results to all directors who sent entries.  No results will be posted until the conclusion of all adjudications.

6. Attendance and Supervision of Students

a) Any school having a representative in any All-State Ensemble will be required

to have a director and/or an authorized adult present for the duration of the All-State activities.

b) All-State members must be in attendance for all rehearsals and the

performance during the All-State weekend. Each director is to be in attendance

(or have a qualified chaperone) at the rehearsals. 

c)  A Commitment Form will be required of each student selected for an All-State ensemble.  Failure to abide by the guidelines stated in the Commitment Form may result in a student’s dismissal from an All-State ensemble.

